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by the discovery and use of new productive forces, and
thus attains a higher level of civilisation and a more
highly organised form of society. When such cases
repeat themselves in the history of a nation or of a group
of nations, they may in their succession be considered
as " progressive " periods. In such cases the problems
which mankind sets itself or which are set to it by cir-
cumstances, find a solution, though the word has to be
understood in a metaphorical sense. In a great many
cases, however, the problems are not solved and the
evolution is cut short; in other cases a stagnation takes
place, which may last for centuries and more, until the
favourable circumstances mentioned above present them-
selves and a new stage of development sets in.
The truth is that Marx, in formulating his proposi-
tions, took into consideration only the transition from
mediaeval to modern times, and that from the social
state prevailing in the eighteenth century to that in
the nineteenth, that is, the transitions from natural to
monetary economy, and from production by handicraft
and manufacture on a small scale to great industries
and international commerce. These are transitions to
which his theory, if interpreted in a large sense and with
important corrections, may be safely applied.
Marx took it for granted that the future transition
to the new socialistic economy and to the socialistic and
communistic form of society would be achieved in exactly
the same fashion. Looking forward, he was optimistic
and thought that the problem which he as labour leader
put before the world, would find an adequate solution.
Looking backward, he disposed lightly of thousands
of years, overlooked the destruction of entire civilisa-
tions, and so was able to establish the existence of a
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